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“Jesus’ Letter to the Church at Pergamum (Revelation 2:12—1

Revelation 2:12-17 addresses the church in Pergamum, one of the
seven churches to whom Christ, through the apostle John, delivers a
specific message. This passage reveals both commendations and
strong rebukes for the believers there. Here's a breakdown of the
situation, what the scripture says, and how it might apply to the
modern church:

[L| Scriptural Summary: Revelation 2:12-17 (Church at
Pergamum)

Commendation (v.13)

“I know where you live— where Satan has his throne. Yet you
remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, not
even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to
death in your city —where Satan lives.”

. Christ acknowledges that the believers in Pergamum live
in a spiritually dark place—described as where “Satan has
his throne,” likely referring to rampant paganism, emperor
worship, and idolatry.

. Despite this, many in the church remained faithful, even
under persecution. One example is Antipas, a faithful
martyr.

Rebuke (v.14-15)

“Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some
among you who hold to the teaching of Balaam... Likewise, you
also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.”

. Some in the church were compromising morally and
doctrinally:

o Teaching of Balaam: Encouraging idolatry and

sexual immorality (a reference to Numbers 22—
25).

o Nicolaitans: A sect believed to promote similar
compromises, perhaps justifying immoral
behavior under the guise of Christian liberty.

. The rebuke is directed not only at those practicing these
things, but at the church for tolerating such people within
the community.

Call to Repentance (v.16)

“Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will
fight against them with the sword of my mouth.”

. Christ warns of judgment if the church does not act to
correct these problems.

. The “sword” is symbolic of Christ's word —bringing truth,
judgment, and division when necessary.

Promise to the Overcomer (v.17)

“To the one who is victorious, I will give some of the hidden
manna. I will also give that person a white stone with a new name
written on it...”

. Hidden manna: Symbol of divine sustenance— spiritual
nourishment for those who reject worldly compromise.

. White stone with a new name: Likely symbolic of
identity and acceptance, possibly referencing the Roman
custom of giving white stones to victors or for admission
to feasts.

() Spiritual Situation in Pergamum

. Strengths: Faithfulness under persecution, unwavering in
public allegiance to Christ.

. Weaknesses: Tolerating false teaching and moral
compromise within the church.

. Warning: Christ will discipline the church if it fails to
cleanse itself of internal corruption.

. Hope: For those who stay faithful and reject compromise,
spiritual reward and intimacy with Christ is promised.
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Q Analogies to the Modern Church

1. Compromise with Culture

. Then: Some in Pergamum embraced teachings that justified idolatry and immorality.

e Now: Many churches today face pressure to conform to modern cultural norms, including:
o  Redefining sexual ethics.
o  Minimizing biblical authority.
o  Embracing syncretism—mixing Christianity with secular ideologies.

2. Tolerating False Teaching

e Then: The Nicolaitans and Balaam-like teachings were present in the congregation.

e Now: Churches may tolerate teachings that dilute the gospel or promote self-centered theology (prosperity
gospel, moral relativism).

3. Faithfulness Amid Persecution

e Then: Despite the dangers (Antipas’ martyrdom), some in Pergamum stood firm.

e  Now: In many regions, Christians face hostility, legal pressure, or social marginalization for holding to biblical
truths. Faithfulness is still required.

4. Spiritual Nourishment & Identity
e The promise of hidden manna and a new name speaks to those who resist cultural compromise:
o  Manna: God's Word and presence as the true sustenance.

o New name: A personal relationship and identity in Christ that the world cannot offer.



,{_. Summary: The Church at Pergamum

The church at Pergamum stood in a dangerous spiritual climate and was praised for its courage, but sharply rebuked for its
tolerance of sin and heresy. The modern church finds itself in a similar tension—called to stand firm in truth, resist cultural
pressures to compromise, and reject internal corruption. The message is timeless:

Christ knows our challenges. He calls for courage, correction, and uncompromised faithfulness—and He promises reward
to those who overcome.

@: Discussion Questions:

Q 1. Understanding the Text

. What does it mean that Pergamum is where “Satan has his throne”?
. Who was Antipas, and why is he mentioned?

. What are the “teachings of Balaam™ and “Nicolaitans”? Why are they dangerous?
L 2. Connecting to Today

. In what ways does today’s culture resemble the spiritual environment of Pergamum?

. Can you think of examples where the modern church is tolerating false teaching or moral compromise?

. How can a church or individual remain faithful while living in a hostile environment?

1. 3. Personal Reflection

. Are there areas in your life where you're tempted to compromise truth for comfort or acceptance?
. What does "repentance" look like when compromise is discovered?
. What role should church leadership and community accountability play in addressing compromise?

ﬁ 4. Encouragement & Hope

. What do the promises of “hidden manna” and a “white stone with a new name” mean to you?

. How does Christ’s reward motivate you to remain faithful?

4 Closing Prayer Points:

. Pray for courage to stand firm in truth even when it's unpopular.
. Pray for discernment to recognize and reject false teaching.

. Pray for purity and strength in your church or group.



