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“Jesus’ Letter to the Church at Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-11)”

Trials of the Church in Smyrna

l.  Persecution
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The Christians in Smyrna faced intense
persecution, likely both from local
Roman authorities and hostile Jewish
groups.

Jesus acknowledges their tribulation,
indicating prolonged and severe pressure.

The warning of imprisonment and even
martyrdom ("faithful unto death") shows
how high the cost of faith could be.

2. Poverty
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The church was materially poor but
spiritually rich.

Likely, believers lost their jobs or
possessions due to their Christian identity
(e.g., boycotts, exclusion from trade
guilds, or seizure of property).

3. Slander
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They were accused falsely, possibly of
things like atheism (for not worshipping
Roman gods), cannibalism
(misunderstanding of the Lord’s Supper),
or political disloyalty.

Jesus mentions slander from “those who
say they are Jews and are not,” referring
to spiritual opposition, not ethnic identity.

4. Testing and Imprisonment
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The believers were warned about a
coming time of intensified testing— “ten
days” symbolizing a complete but limited
time of suffering.

This was both a spiritual and physical
trial. Modern-Day Applications

1. Faith in the Midst of Persecution
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While Western churches may not face
physical persecution, many believers
around the world (e.g., in parts of Asia,
Africa, and the Middle East) still suffer
imprisonment, violence, and death.

Jesus’ words remind all believers that
faithfulness is required even in
suffering, and that persecution is not a
sign of God’s absence, but often of His
refining work.

2. Spiritual Riches Over Material Wealth
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Churches today, especially in affluent
societies, may be tempted to equate
success with wealth.

Smyrna reminds us that true spiritual
health can exist even in material
poverty. Spiritual integrity and devotion
matter more than budget size or building
status.
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Helping Hands for
August 10, 2025

Live Streaming
Ramsey Mallory
Soundboard
Jane Davis
ProPresenter
Dianne Reinoso
Communion
Elizabeth Floyd

GROW

Women of HOPE

Meetings generally at HOPE
on the second and fourth

Saturdays
every month

“Food of the Month”
for the Raleigh Dream Center

Food Pantry
KID’S TREATS - Salty, Sweet, or
Fruity
Individually Wrapped
OR
A cash donation to HOPE for the
church to obtain these items.

We have a collection bin in the
foyer

SERVE

TLC Devotion
August 27, 2025
@ 11:00 a.m.
5124 Departure Dr # 101,
Raleigh

HOPE Meal Ministry
Take a meal from the freezer if
needed for you or someone
else.

Prayer Requests:

Kathi’s Friend, Sandy, Don’s uncle, Alan,
Joan’s friend, Donna, Patty Moyer and her
son Brandon, Jerry’s scheduling and Alice’s
transplant possibilities, Tom and Donna
Williams, Ryan’s Mom and Dad, Gene &
Becky Hale, Elizabeth, Franklin’s Brother,
Will, Ron Clifton, Pastor Search Committee,
Josh McDonald, Erin’s parents and brother,
Janice Worthington, Donna Williams,,
Burton(Erin), Phil Parton, Krishana, Sam and
Rachael, Joan Rollinson, Dianne Reinoso,
Cindy (Elizabeth), Barbara(81) Stroke,
Joey(18) Crohn’s, Youth Ministry, Kathy Jo
and her family, Peggy Karpenske, Claudia in
Idaho (Kathy H), Dave & Dot Geil, Corbin
Broome, The Mallory family, Carol & Colin
(Kathy H), Loretta (Sandi U), Joan Summers,
Jordan Stevens (Lynn J.), our Military, Police,
Fire, and EMS. Missionaries, our Nation.

NAVIGATOR UPDATE

August [6: 9am-[pm
“Disciple making: God’s

Plan for Reaching the
N ations” ( Light lunch provided)

UPCOMING

WOMEN OF HOPE
Saturdays at 10 a.m. at HOPE

8/9
“EeTS
DO
BRUNCH”

Prophecies O.T.

Revealed.... N.T.

Aug 10 Mat 3:16
Aug 11 Ps45:7-8

Aug 12 Luke 2:11
Aug 13 Ps45:17

Aug 14 Eph. 1:20-21

Aug

15 Ps55:12-14

The Crowns Given:
1 Co 9:25 - Imperishable
1 Th 2:19 - Exultation
2 Tim 4:6-8 - Righteousness
1 Pet 5:4 - Glory
Rev 2:10 - Life
Rev 4:4 - Golden

HOPE Church Raleigh
An Evangelical Presbyterian Church
4911 Green Rd
Raleigh, NC 27616
919-508-6827
Worship Time: 9:30 AM

www.HopeChurchRaleigh.org
www.facebook.com/HOPEChurchRaleigh
Twitter: @HopeChRaleigh

YouTube.com (type “HOPE Church Raleigh”
in the search box)
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3. Standing Against Cultural Pressure

O The slander faced by Smyrna parallels the way Christians today are sometimes misunderstood or
misrepresented in media, politics, and public discourse.

O The call is to respond with truth and integrity, not retaliation, and to endure criticism without
compromise.

4. Preparedness for Suffering

O Jesus does not promise to remove suffering but calls His people to endurance. This counters prosperity
gospel messages and offers a realistic and courageous theology of suffering.

O The promise of the “crown of life” reminds the church that eternal rewards outweigh earthly losses.
5. Hope in Resurrection and Victory Over Death
O Jesus introduces Himself as the One who “died and came to life,” grounding hope in His resurrection.

O This assurance strengthens the believer’s hope that death is not the end, and those who conquer will not
be harmed by the “second death” (eternal separation from God).

Conclusion

The church in Smyrna was small, poor, and persecuted, but it was also faithful, courageous, and honored by
Christ. In a world where Christians may increasingly find themselves on the margins, the letter to Smyrna stands as a
call to faithfulness under fire, a reminder that suffering for Christ is not failure but often faithfulness, and that

God sees, remembers, and rewards.

Self-Examination Questions

1. AmlI prepared to suffer for my faith if needed?
o In what ways am I tempted to compromise my beliefs to avoid discomfort or opposition?
2. Do I measure my church’s success by spiritual fruit or material status?
o  Are we more focused on numbers, buildings, and budgets than on discipleship, prayer, and outreach?
3. How do I respond to misunderstanding or slander for my faith?
o Do Ireact defensively, or do I respond with grace, truth, and prayer?
4. Am I faithful in both trials and ease?
o Is my devotion to Christ consistent in seasons of both comfort and suffering?
5. Do Ilive with eternity in view?

o  How often do I think about the “crown of life” rather than just earthly reward or recognition?



*}( Practical Applications for the Church Today

7or 1. Cultivate a Theology of Suffering

e  Teach regularly on suffering, persecution, and faithfulness from a biblical perspective.
o  Share stories of persecuted believers around the world to foster global awareness and solidarity.

e Offer pastoral support for those experiencing trials (loss, illness, opposition, etc.).
@ 2. Strengthen Spiritual Wealth

o  Emphasize spiritual disciplines: prayer, fasting, scripture, and service.
o Measure church health by love, maturity, holiness, and mission—not just attendance or funds.

o  Highlight testimonies of spiritual growth and transformation, even through hardship.
v 3. Prepare the Church for Cultural Opposition

e Equip members to engage the culture with wisdom, grace, and truth (1 Peter 3:15).
e  Host forums or classes on faith in the public square, handling criticism, and living counterculturally.

o  Encourage respectful, loving dialogue in the face of moral or ideological conflict.
@ 4. Focus on Eternal Rewards

o Preach and teach about the resurrection, the return of Christ, and eternal life.
e Use the promise of the “crown of life” to encourage endurance in trials.

o  Celebrate obedience and sacrifice as success—not just outcomes or results.
2y 5.Be a Church of Courage and Compassion

o  Pray regularly for boldness and faithfulness under pressure.
e Support believers facing social, professional, or legal opposition for their faith.

e Build a community where suffering is not hidden but shared and supported.

zzzzzzz

= - Action Steps for This Week

o  Identify one area in your life where fear or compromise is present. Pray for courage.
e Write a note of encouragement to someone going through a trial.
e  Read a testimony from a persecuted Christian (e.g., Voice of the Martyrs or Open Doors).

e  Memorize Revelation 2:10:
“Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.”



