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Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose
heart, saying, “In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God and did not respect man.
There was a widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me legal protection from
my opponent.’ For a while he was unwilling, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Even though I do
not fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection,

otherwise by continually coming she will wear me out.’
(rf. Lk. 18:1-5 NASB)

During our last Sunday’s discussion in Sunday School, I mentioned the above text as an
encouragement for God’s people to be persevering in their prayers, not giving up until the answer
from God was forthcoming. By reading this text again, I am reminded that Jesus wants us to bring
our cares and concerns before Him, spilling our hearts to Him as it were, with the knowledge that
He will answer much more speedily than did the “unrighteous (or unjust) judge” of the parable.

I am amazed that even in the first century, folks were impatient. They desired a quick and complete
response to their needs even as we do today. How do we know this from the text? Note the first
sentence, especially the last phrase, “Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times
they ought to pray and not to lose heart” (vs. 1). Because we are so impatient, we often “/ose
heart” in our praying and give up on ever hearing an answer from God. However, Jesus’ parable
teaches us to continue our request even if the answer is delayed. Daniel prayed unto the Lord and
his answer was kept from him for a time because the angel charged with delivering Daniel’s
answer to him was attacked by demonic forces intent on discouraging God’s servant (rf. Dan.
10:10-13). Paul likewise encourages Christians to keep praying and supplicating, awaiting the
promised answer with faith and trust (rf. Php. 4:6-7).

Let us understand that, despite the fast-paced nature and impatience of our society and culture, the
Lord wants His children to play the long game. When He lays something on our hearts as a
concern to bring before Him, we are to pray until the answer has been disclosed or the burden has
been lifted from our shoulders. Therefore, let us be intentional and proactive in our prayers, never
letting up until the matter is settled and God is glorified.

Yustore Glurds



HOPE Calendar

Wednesday, November 5
Supper, Study & Prayer @ 6:15 pm

Sunday, November 9
Worship Team Practice
@ 8:00 am
Worship @ 9:30 am
Sunday School @ 11:15 am
Session Meeting @ 12 noon

Wednesday, November 12
Supper, Study & Prayer @ 6:15 pm

The Annual Meeting of HOPE Church
Raleigh will be held on Sunday,
November 23 following a short break
after the morning worship. All members
are encouraged to attend.

Helping Hands Ministries
for Nov. 9th, 2025

Ramsey Mallory
Soundboard

Jane Davis

ProPresenter
Bill Joyner
C ion P i
Lynn Joyner
Nursery

Lynn Joyner
Donna Williams

c ion Assi
RE Ryan Hutchins

Prayer Support
RE Diane Williams

Welcome/Announcements and
Scri Readi
RE Ryan Hutchins

OPPORTUNITIES TO

GROW

Women of HOPE

Meetings generally at HOPE
on the second and fourth
Saturdays
every month

Next Meeting: Nov. 8th
at HOPE Church

Raleigh Dream Center
Food Pantry
“Food of the Month”

CANNED GOODS OF ALL
TYPES (preferably w/pull tabs)

The collection bin is in the foyer

OPPORTUNITIES TO
SERVE

TLC Devotion
Wednesday, November 26
@ 11:00 a.m.
Located at

5124 Departure Dr # 101,
Raleigh

HOPE Meal Ministry
Take a meal from the freezer if
needed for you or someone
else.

Prayer Requests:

Chris Temple, Kathy Jo & family,
Ernest, Ebo (Glyoblastoma), Jordan
Stevens, Kathy Herriman, Gene and
Becky Hale, Erin’s parents & brother,
Pastor Chris & Lori King, Jimmy King
(healing), Lynda King (In memory
care), Sandy (Kathy’s friend), Donna
(Joan’s friend), Patty Moyer & son,
Brandon, Jerry Kinard (swift
recovery), Alice Kinard (transplant
possibilities), Tom & Donna Williams,
Ryan’s mom & dad, Ron Clifton, Josh
McDonald, Burton, Phil Parton,
Krishana, Sam & Rachel, Joan
Rollinson, Dianne Reinoso, Cindy,
Barbara (stroke), Youth ministry,
Peggy Karpenske, Claudia in Idaho,
Dave & Dot Geil, Corbin Broome,
Mallory family, Carol and Colin,
Tommy, Skip, Walt, Loretta, Joan
Summers, Janice Worthington,
Donna Abel, Pastor Marty & Terry
Duffell, Laura Bradshaw (stroke
recovery), future plans & growth
(spiritual & numerical) for HOPE
Church Raleigh!

Next Sunday’s Sermon:

“A Radical Approach to Faith
(Pt. 8)” from
Matt. 6:19-24

SERVING OPPORTUNITIES

Meals for Wednesday Night Suppers
Sound Board Volunteers
Nursery Helpers
Sunday Carpool

(Sign-Up Sheets Available)

Giving to the Ministry of
HOPE:
Online via QR Code

Or on our website:
www.hopechurchraleigh.org
or by check made out to:
“Hope Church Raleigh” and dropped
in plate during Communion

The Session is planning updates to our
front signage with new banners at a
projected cost of $2,000. If you would
like to contribute, please put “Frontage
Update” on your donation. Thank you.

New Worship Start Time of 10 am
Beginning the first Sunday in
Advent on November 30th

The “Today” Devotional
is available and located

on the small table in the Foyer.
All copies are free.
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HOPE Church Raleigh EPC
4911 Green Rd
Raleigh, NC 27616
919-508-6827

Worship Time: 9:30 AM

www.HopeChurchRaleigh.org
www.facebook.com/HOPEChurchRaleigh
Twitter: @HopeChRaleigh

YouTube.com (type “HOPE Church Raleigh”
in the search box)



http://www.HopeChurchRaleigh.org
http://www.facebook.com/HOPEChurchRaleigh
http://YouTube.com
http://www.hopechurchraleigh.org

